A Critical Analysis: The Accusations Of Senholt And Goodrick-Clarke 


Senholt 


In relation to David Myatt, a chapter by Jacob Senholt in the 2012 book The Devil’s Party: Satanism in Modernity {1} is 
widely cited, as in a 2022 report by the Mapping Militants Project (MMP) in which it is stated {2} that "textual evidence 
analyzed by the religious studies scholar Jacob Senholt refutes" Myatt's claim of not being the pseudonymous Anton 
Long. 


However, a critical examination of Senholt's text reveals that he does not present any textual evidence from, for 
example, forensic linguistics, or present multiple examples of writings by both Myatt and Anton Long for analysis, or 
provide evidence based on his own research using primary sources. {3} 


Instead, Senholt expresses an opinion, as in the claim that 'Anton Long’ is "the pseudonym of David Myatt" and in 
claim that 


"when one has a closer look at many of the basic ideas and the terminology used in the ONA, it appears as if 
there are many glaring similarities to Myatt’s own ideas." 


Thus Senholt in regard to that latter claim cites terms such as Homo Galactica, causal and acausal, and Aeons while 
failing to mention the obvious fact that such borrowing of terms, ideas and concepts, is and has been common for 
centuries and is not evidence of a direct and personal link between those using such terms, ideas and concepts. 


As Myatt wrote in 2012: 


"As an early advocate of copyleft, | have never been bothered by plagiarism or by others using and adapting 
my ideas and my ‘inventions’, such as The Star Game. Thus there is use and adaptation by others, and 
possibly plagiarism, but no proof of a direct link." {4} 


Senholt also claims that Myatt's diverse and exeatic life is an example of O9A Insight Roles which mean "gaining real- 
life experience by working undercover for a period of 6-18 months". 


Yet of five Insight Roles mentioned in a 2004 ONA text, Senholt cites three which he claims Myatt has undertaken: (a) 
"Join or form a covert insurrectionary organization, dedicated to National Socialism", (b) "Convert to Islam and aid, 
through words, or deeds, or both, those undertaking Jihad against Zionism and the NWO", and (c) "Join or form a 
National Socialist group or organization, and aid that organization and especially aid and propagate historical 
revisionism". 


What Senholt neglects to mention is that Myatt promoted National Socialism for thirty years (1968-1998) not for the 
"6-18 months" of an Insight Role, and was a Muslim who supported Jihad for over ten years (1998-2009) not for the 
"6-18 months" of an Insight Role. Which places Senholt's claim into perspective. In addition, he does not mention the 
obvious facts that the O9A might have been inspired by the nature of Myatt's exeatic life to concoct such Insight Roles, 
and that Myatt's life does not include other suggested roles such as being an assassin, and joining the police or the 
armed forces. 


Senholt also neglects to mention that over the decades the O9A has regularly changed what constitutes an Insight 
Role. {5} 


Furthermore, the MMP report, as is common in such items about Myatt by policy groups, fails to mention or cite Myatt's 
response, such as his 2012 refutation of the claims made by Senholt, which mention of Myatt's ‘side of the story’ would 
be the neutral, the fair, thing to do. 


| shall therefore, for balance, quote, sans the included footnotes, from that 20-page 2012 text, {4} 
<begin quotation> 
[T]he omitted facts and circumstances that do not support Senholt's claims and conclusions include: 


(i) My publicly stated admission, made in the 1990's in correspondence with Professor Kaplan and others - 
and publicly repeated by me many times in the past ten and more years - that my occult involvement, such 
as it was in the 1970's and later, was for the singular purpose of subversion and infiltration in the cause of 
National-Socialism, with part of this being to spread racist ideas and denial of the holocaust. Thus one such 
occult group | associated with was a honeytrap, and the whole intent was political, revolutionary, not occult 
and not to with 'satanism’. It was a matter of using, or trying to use, such occult groups for a specific neo- 
nazi purpose without any interest in or personal involvement with the occult. 


As | wrote in part two (1973-1975) of Ethos of Extremism: 


"In respect of covert action, | came to the conclusion, following some discussions with some C88 members, 
that two different types of covert groups, with different strategy and tactics, might be very useful in our 
struggle and thus aid us directly or aid whatever right-wing political party might serve as a cover for 
introducing NS policies or which could be used to advance our cause. 


These covert groups would not be paramilitary and thus would not resort to using armed force since that 


option was already covered, so far as | was then concerned, by C88. 


The first type of covert group would essentially be a honeytrap, to attract non-political people who might be 
or who had the potential to be useful to the cause even if, or especially if, they had to be 'blackmailed' or 
persuaded into doing so at some future time. The second type of covert group would be devoted to 
establishing a small cadre of NS fanatics, of 'sleepers’, to - when the time was right - be disruptive or 
generally subversive. 


Nothing came of this second idea, and the few people | recruited during 1974 for the second group, migrated 
to help the first group, established the previous year. However, from the outset this first group was beset 
with problems for - in retrospect - two quite simple reasons, both down to me. First, my lack of leadership 
skills, and, second, the outer nature chosen for the group which was of a secret Occult group with the 'offer', 
the temptation, of sexual favours from female members in a ritualized Occult setting, with some of these 
female members being 'on the game' and associated with someone who was associated with my small gang 
of thieves [...] 


But what happened was that, over time and under the guidance of its mentor, the Occult and especially the 
hedonistic aspects came to dominate over the political and subversive intent, with the raisons d'etat of 
blackmail and persuasion, of recruiting useful, respectable, people thus lost. Hence, while | still considered, 
then and for quite some time afterwards, that the basic idea of such a subversive group, such a honeytrap, 
was sound, | gradually lost interest in this particular immoral honeytrap project until another spell in prison 
for an assortment of offences took me away from Leeds and my life as a violent neo-nazi activist [...] 


| had occasion, during the 1980's, to renew my association not only with some old C88 comrades but also 
with the mentor of that Occult honeytrap when, after of lapse of many years, | became involved again in neo- 
nazi politics and revived my project of using clandestine recruitment for 'the cause’. By this time, that Occult 
group had developed some useful contacts, especially in the academic world, so some friendly co-operation 
between us was agreed; a co-operation which continued, sporadically, until just before my conversion to 
Islam in 1998. 


This clandestine recruitment of mine was for a small National-Socialist cadre which went by a variety of 
names, beginning with 'G7' (soon abandoned), then The White Wolves (c. 1993), and finally the Aryan 
Resistance Movement aka Aryan Liberation Army [qv. Part Five for details]. 


However, while some of these Occult contacts were, given their professions, occasionally useful 'to the 
cause’ and to ‘our people’, by 1997 | had come to the conclusion that the problems such association with 
Occultism and occultists caused far outweighed the subversive advantages; a conclusion which led me to re- 
write and re-issue a much earlier article of mine entitled Occultism and National-Socialism, and which revised 
article was subsequently published in the compilation Cosmic Reich by Renaissance Press of New Zealand. As 
| wrote in that article - "National-Socialism and Occultism are fundamentally, and irretrievably, incompatible 
and opposed to each other." 


By the Summer of 1998 | had abandoned not only such co-operation and contacts with such Occult groups 
but also such clandestine recruitment on behalf of National-Socialism, concentrating instead on my 
Reichsfolk group and my 'revised' non-racist version of National-Socialism which | called ‘ethical National- 
Socialism’. Later still, following my conversion to Islam, | was to reject even this version of National- 
Socialism." 


This explains many things, including early occult articles with my name - not the name ‘Anton Long’ - in zines 
such as The Lamp of Thoth, and the early version of Copula cum Daemone (which in fact was about the birth 
of Adolf Hitler). 


One question Senholt does not ask is why both my name and the name Anton Long occur on the same early 
texts, with the simple answer being that there were two different people, one of whom (me) ceased all 
involvement with such occult honeytraps in 1998. 


(ii) My time as a Christian monk and my writings praising Catholicism in particular and Christianity in general. 


This does not fit in with the claim of me being a life-long 'devotee of extreme ideologies’ or being a satanist, 
so it is ignored. No attempt was made to use primary sources - to talk to people who knew me as monk and 
who could recount my life then, and my autobiography Myngath where | recount my time as a monk. 


No mention is made of my many articles in which | praise Catholicism or refer to it in a positive way. For 
example, my mention of the numinosity of the Latin Tridentine Mass [qv. Concerning The Nature of Religion 
and The Nature of The Numinous Way] and of the sacrament of confession. As | wrote in Soli Deo Gloria: 


"It is my personal opinion that traditional Catholicism, with its Tridentine Mass and its particular 
conservative traditions, was a somewhat better, more harmonious, expression of the numinous (a 
necessary and relevant expression of the numinous), than both Protestantism and the reforms 
introduced by the Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, and which reforms served only to 
undermine the numinous, to untwist the threads that held together its 'hidden soul of harmony'." 


There is also the small matter of me being married in Church in accordance with the Christian ceremony of 


marriage. And the small matter of writings of mine such as Pathei-Mathos - A Path To Humility. 


(iii) My article Occultism and National-Socialism - written in the 1980's and republished in the 1990's and 
again around 2006 - and in which | denounced occultism, is ignored. 


(iv) My writings about National Socialism and Islam - spanning some three decades - are for the most part 
ignored, except when they are adduced to show I, as a nazi or as a Muslim, incited violence and possibly 
terrorism. Are they ignored because they in their quantity and content reveal they were written by someone 
who was at the time of their writing a dedicated neo-nazi and then a dedicated Muslim, and which dedication 
to such causes most certainly precludes being some sort of sinister person who was just using those causes 
for his own satanic ends? 


In addition, and importantly, what are also overlooked are: 


(a) The very real threat of being imprisoned for some of those writings - something surely only a genuine 
fanatic, a believer, would be prepared to do. 


(b) My decades of political activism on behalf of National-Socialism, my two terms of imprisonment resulting 
from such activities, and my involvement with the paramilitary group Column 88. Which long-term activities 
over some thirty years, which imprisonment, and which paramilitary involvement surely indicate an inner - a 
rather fanatical - dedication to that cause. 


(c) My travels, as a Muslim, to certain lands, the talks | gave to and the discussions | had with Muslims, and 
my regular attendance at Mosques to pray with other Muslims, which would indicate someone who was, 
during those years, committed to that Way of Life. 


(v) My semi-autobiographical poetry, my published correspondence, and my ethical philosophy of The 
Numinous Way/philosophy of pathei-mathos, are completely ignored. Why are these voluminous writings and 
these ideas of mine ignored? Because they honestly reveal the thoughts and feelings and ideas and 
experiences and (importantly) the failings of someone so different from a satanist that they have to be 
ignored. 


(vi) My years of interior ethical and philosophical struggle to reform, to change, myself - documented in 
hundreds of letters, essays, poems, especially after the suicide of my fiancée in 2006 - are completely 
ignored. Why? Because they do not fit in with the idea, with the theory, of me being ‘a deceitful, 
manipulative, sinister trickster’, the archetypal satanist. 


It seems, therefore, that some of the facts of my life have been interpreted in order to fit a theory regarding 
some posited and ideal ONA member, with this interpreted ONA life - with inconvenient facts and 
circumstances conveniently omitted or ignored - then being held up as proof that | am Anton Long, since this 
truncated, re-interpreted, life of mine allegedly seems to fit in with the person Anton Long is alleged to be or 
is said to be according to his satanist writings or according to what some anonymous person has written on 
the World Wide Web. 


<end quotation> 


Thus, it could be argued that Senholt's thesis regarding Myatt is (i) an example of the Fallacy Of Incomplete Evidence 
{6} and (ii) an example of the failure by many modern academics and 'policy groups’ to undertake detailed research 
based on primary sources, with such 'policy groups' and some modern academics also committing the Fallacy Of 
Appeal To Authority. {6} 


Goodrick-Clarke 


In his 2002 book Black Sun {7} Goodrick-Clarke, like Senholt, does not present any evidence from his own or any other 
scholarly research based on primary sources but just presents a personal opinion such as (i) the claim on pages 
215-216 that "the Order Nine Angles (ONA) was founded by David Myatt" and (ii) the claim on page 216 that the 
"young Myatt made contact with a coven in Fenland the following summer and later joined secret groups in London 
practicing the magic of the Golden Dawn and Aleister Crowley," and (iii) the claim on page 217 that "Myatt’s activity on 
the far-right political fringe proceeded in tandem with his deepening involvement with the black arts," and so on and so 
on 


It transpires that all such claims are based on Goodrick-Clarke's assumption that Myatt was the author of a 1992 
typescript titled Diablerie, Revelations of a Satanist, a photocopy of which is in the British Library, {8} but for which 
assumption Goodrick-Clarke does not provide any evidence from his own research using primary sources. Nor does he 
cite any scholarly work that does provide such evidence because there was not then nor is there now any such 
scholarly source about Myatt. {9} 


In addition, the 2022 MMP item, which quotes Goodrick-Clarke, and as is common in such items about Myatt by policy 
groups, fails to mention or cite the 2013 text A Skeptic Reviews Diablerie {10} which examines Diablerie in detail in 
the Content and Style, the Errors and Omissions and the Motive and Author sections, the author writing that it is 
difficult to conceive of Myatt, intellectual and poet, a married man aged 41 at the time, depicting himself in the way 
Anton Long is depicted in that 1991 text Diablerie - as an arrogant, self-opinionated, pompous man who talks like some 
character in a Dick Tracey comic strip: "the world was mine - if | chose to take it" and "London called." 


The author of A Skeptic Reviews Diablerie further writes that he cannot 


"conceive of Myatt creating such a two-dimensional wooden B-movie villain as the Anton Long of Diablerie is 
(or comes across as), as part of some elaborate ploy to create 'the Anton Long myth’ and thus bolster the 
credentials of the Order of Nine Angles. The 'perfection of evil’ as Anton Long pompously claims to be in 
Diablerie? Certainly not. Surely the author of Breaking The Silence Down (written 1985) - with its depiction of 
Sapphic love and its believable main character Diane - could have come up with a better characterization of 
Anton Long." 


His conjecture is 


"that Diablerie was written by Beesty Boy, aka 'Christos Beest', who at the time - 1991 - was a young man in 
his early 20's, a fan of Star Wars, had been involved with the ONA for several years, was working on his 
Sinister Tarot, was editor of Fenrir, and whose ONA booklet Antares: The Dark Rites of Venus, Coxland Press 
would publish two years later." 


Like Senholt, Goodrick-Clarke failed to provide evidence from primary sources for his opinions such as that "the Order 
Nine Angles (ONA) was founded by David Myatt" and that Myatt wrote Diablerie. In addition, many modern journalists, 
authors of ‘policy group' reports, politicians, other people and some academics, such as Massimo Introvigne, commit 
the Fallacy Of Appeal To Authority, citing as they do the evidence-less opinions of individuals such as Goodrick-Clarke 
and Senholt. In the case of Introvigne - Professor of sociology and religious movements at the Salesian Pontifical 
University in Turin - in his 2016 book Satanism: A Social History {11} he commits and relies on the Fallacy Of Appeal To 
Authority by stating that Goodrick-Clarke had 'confirmed' Myatt was Anton Long and that Senholt "offered a number of 
elements confirming that Long was indeed Myatt", while not presenting any evidence based on his own scholarly 
research using primary sources. In a classic example of the Fallacy Of Appeal To Authority his book was and is cited (for 
example by the MMP report) as 'proof' that Myatt was Anton Long. 


Rufus Malisius 
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Footnotes 


{1} Per Faxneld and Jesper Aa. Petersen (editors), The Devil's Party: Satanism in Modernity, Cambridge University 
Press, 2012. 


{2} Mapping Militants Project, Order of Nine Angles, e-text, 2022. 


{3} "Among primary sources are original manuscripts germane to the subject or to a historical person, such as in the 
case of Jesus of Nazareth, Papyrus Bodmer in the Vatican Library, and in the case of Sappho fragments of papyri such 
as P. Oxyrhynchus. XV, 1787 fr. 1 and 2; archaeological or fossil remains from an historical period; contemporaneous 
manuscripts, letters, diaries, memoirs, personal journals, interviews, speeches, and other materials which describe or 
relate (i) events in which a person or persons participated in or observers of, (ii) ideas or creations, such as music, a 
philosophy, works of literature, poetry, and art-work which a person was responsible for and also their published 
writings in their original language, and authenticated manuscripts published and unpublished. 


The writings, opinions, and conclusions of others about such subjects or persons are secondary sources, with tertiary 
sources a collection or compendium of such secondary sources. In regard to the original language of primary sources, 
if a person venturing an opinion about such material cannot read the original language, and does not personally 
translate such a work or passages from such a work and thus has to use the translations of others then opinions and 
conclusions about that work are secondary sources." Myatt, Research, Primary Sources, And Pathei-Mathos, the text of 
which is given in Appendix Two. 


{4} A Matter Of Honour, e-text, 2012, https://davidmyatt.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/a-matter-of- 
honour.pdf 


{5} qv. The Seven Fold Way Of The Order Of Nine Angles, A Modern Practical Guide which states that 


"nothing about the 7FW is dogmatic or fixed. What is suggested here - such as various Insight Roles - are 
guides, and suggested because they have been shown, by experience over decades, to work in respect of 
practical learning both personal and Occult and thus in respect of enabling the attainment of wisdom. The 
individual is free to modify and/or evolve such suggestions as have been made [...] 


Some suggested Insight Rdles are: 


§ Join or form and become an active part of a political organization of the so-called extreme Left or of an 
anarchist nature whose aim is to replace, by political means, the current political status quo. 


§ Join the Police or one of the armed forces and live the active life that such a profession entails. 


§ Join a well-established and traditional religious order - either Christian or Buddhist - and live the life of a 
monk/nun. 


§ Convert to Islam - either Sunni or Shia - and live the life of a devout Muslim, with one aim being to 
undertake Hajj. 


§ Embark on a solo long-distance cycling expedition such as from Patagonia to Alaska." 
Source: The Seofonfeald Paeth, e-text, 2019. 
{6} qv. Appendix One 
{7} Black Sun: Aryan Cults, Esoteric Nazism, and the Politics of Identity, NYU Press, 2003. 
{8} General Reference Collection Cup.711/742, BNB GB9219567 


{9} In regard to Myatt, primary sources include his published writings such as those written using his Muslim name of 
Abdul-Aziz ibn Myatt*; the printed editions of his poetry (One Exquisite Silence, ISBN 978-1484179932), of his 2013 
autobiography Myngath (ISBN 978-1484110744) and of The Numinous Way of Pathei-Mathos (ISBN 978-1484096642) 
plus transcripts of his criminal trials; transcripts of his interviews with Police officers from SO12 at Malvern and Charing 
Cross Police stations as part of 'Operation Periphery', 1998-2001; and the essays and texts included in the 2024, 1423- 
page, e-text compilation Selected Writings 2012-2024. 


* Archived as of November 2024 at https://web.archive.org/web/20101111104858/http://www.davidmyatt.info/ 


{10} The text is included in the chapter From The Crypt, in Concerning David Myatt: Philosophy, Peregrinations, 
Allegations, e-text, 2024. 


{11} Brill, Leiden, 2016. ISBN 9789004244962. 


Appendix One 


The Fallacy Of Appeal To Authority 


The fallacy of appeal to authority, also known as the fallacy of Argumentum ad Verecundiam, is somewhat 
misunderstood in this age of the Internet. It is not only citing or quoting a person or persons who is/are regarded, by 
the person citing or quoting or by others, as an authority or 'expert' on a subject but also citing or quoting the opinion 
given by some institution, or 'policy/advisory group' or similar, on a subject, regardless of whether or not the ‘expert’ or 
institution or whatever has their opinion published by some means or some medium regarded as 'mainstream', 
academic, or 'respectable' or authoritative. 


The crux of the fallacy is a reliance by someone or by some others on who or what is regarded in a particular society as 
an authority on or as having a detailed or 'expert' knowledge of a subject or subjects. 


Thus a statement such as the fallacy of appeal to authority "is when the opinion of a non-expert on a topic is used as 
evidence" is itself fallacious because although it appears to be a decisive statement regarding ‘authority’ it is logically 
not so having not only restricted the fallacy to those are not 'experts' but does not define what an ‘expert’ or a ‘false 
expert’ is or are or who or what person or institution, or 'policy/advisory group’ or similar has the 'authority' to declare 
someone an ‘expert’ or a ‘false expert’ in a certain subject or subjects, and from whence a person or an institution, or 
‘policy/advisory group' or similar derives their own authority to make such declarations. 


The corollary of the appeal to authority, as defined in the first paragraph, is personal research by scholarly means of a 
subject using primary sources. Which leads to the definition of what constitutes primary sources and scholarly means, 
as defined below. 


Fallacy Of Ad Populum 


This is when a person ‘follows the crowd’ and believes or claims that because so many others have claimed or believe 
something it is probably true. 


Fallacy Of Argumentum ad Hominem 


This belongs to the category ignoratio elenchi. Argumentum ad hominem is when the character and/or the motives 
and/or the identity of the person presenting an argument is/are maligned or called into question often in an attempt to 
deflect attention away from the topic being discussed or from their failure to answer questions asked of them. 


Fallacy of Composition 


Also known as the Fallacy of Illicit Transference. This is an example of equivocation, and is when a generalization is 
made from a few specific instances or examples with the generalization then applied to pejoratively describe or malign 
a group or organization or person. 


Fallacy Of The False Cause 


Generally referred to by the Latin phrase non causa pro causa. This fallacy is the assumption that one thing is the 
cause of another without any logical reasoning. 


Fallacy Of Incomplete Evidence 


Also known as the fallacy of suppressed evidence. This is when evidence which disproves or may disprove a claim or 
conclusion is not considered either deliberately (Suppressed evidence) or because of a lack of detailed and scholarly 
research. 


Appendix Two 


Research, Primary Sources, And Pathei-Mathos 


A rather neglected aspect of my weltanschauung of pathei-mathos derives from the second of the seven axioms that 
form its foundations, which axiom is that the knowing, the perception of a personal pathei-mathos is 


"different from and supplementary to that acquired by means of the Aristotelian essentials of conventional 
philosophy and experimental science and thus enables us to better understand Phaindmenon, ourselves, and 
other living beings." ? 


Appendix VII, Glossary of The Philosophy of Pathei-Mathos, of The Numinous Way of Pathei-Mathos enumerate these 
essentials: 


(i) Reality (existence) exists independently of us and our consciousness, and thus independent of our senses; 
(ii) our limited understanding of this independent ‘external world' depends for the most part upon our 
senses, our faculties - that is, on what we can see, hear or touch; on what we can observe or come to know 
via Our senses; 

(iii) logical argument, or reason, is perhaps the most important means to knowledge and understanding of 
and about this ‘external world’; 

(iv) the cosmos (existence) is, of itself, a reasoned order subject to rational laws. 


In addition such essentials now include Isaac Newton's first Rules of Reasoning which is that 


"We are to admit no more causes of natural things than such as are both true and sufficient to 
explain their appearances. To this purpose the philosophers say that Nature does nothing in vain, 
and more is in vain when less will serve; for Nature is pleased with simplicity, and aspects not the 
pomp of superfluous causes." 


Hence why it is often considered that there are five Aristotelian Essentials. 


Experimental science seeks to explain the natural world - the phenomenal world - by means of direct, 
personal observation of it, and by making deductions, and formulating hypothesis, based on such direct 
observation. 


The philosophy of pathei-mathos adds the faculty of empathy - and the knowing so provided by empathy - to 
these essentials. Part of the knowing that empathy reveals, or can reveal, concerns the nature of Being, of 
beings, and of Time. 1! 


Context 


In the 2012 text A Matter of Honour | mentioned primary, secondary and tertiary sources, 2 and the logical fallacy of 
incomplete evidence and expressed the view that the criteria of scholarship 


"is essentially two-fold: (i) of detailed, meticulous, unbiased research on and concerning a specific topic or 
topics or subject undertaken over a period of some considerable time, usually a year or more in duration, 
and of necessity involving primary source material; and (ii) a rational assessment of the knowledge acquired 
by such research, with such conclusions about the topic, topics, or subject therefore being not only the 
logical result of the cumulative scholarly learning so acquired but also possessing a certain gravitas." 3 


In the same work | also mentioned knowledge and that 


"those who use [the] Media, and/or unscholarly books/essays, as sources of allegedly reliable information, as 
a guide, as a or as the basis for their judgement about and knowledge of someone or some many, are being 
unfair and uncultured because lacking in the following necessary virtues: (i) a reasoned, balanced, and thus 
ethical, judgement; (ii) the empathy of manifold direct personal contacts; and (ii) a scholarly research and/or 
a personal knowing extending over many years. Virtues which are the genesis of a genuine understanding of, 
and thence an unbiased knowledge of, another human being; and virtues which rapid, impersonal, mass 
means of modern communication actively discourage and which virtues are seldom, it seems, cultivated and 
employed by those involved with and who use and who rely on such modern means for information." 


In A May Day Interview (2024) | expressed the perhaps elitist view that if such types who use the Media, and/or 
unscholarly books/essays, as sources 


"had received in their youth a ‘classical education’, a learning of Ancient Greek, Latin, and a study of works 
such as Hermeneutica Analytica Elenctica and Euclid's 2totyeia, they would not commit such errors [of 


reasoning]. Personally, | well remember the joy | had as a schoolboy in reading the set text The Elements of 
Euclid For The Use of Schools and Colleges, and in solving the geometrical problems we were given based on 
that text." 4 


Thus | regarded and regard reason, logical reasoning, and scholarship using primary sources, as essential human 
virtues. 


Primary Sources And Fallacies Of Reasoning 


Some of the textbooks read in the late 1960 when in the Sixth Form included now almost forgotten works such as 
Elementary Lessons in Logic by W. Stanley Jevons (1889 edition) and Logic by Richard F. Clarke, SJ, which was part of 
the nineteenth century Manuals Of Catholic Philosophy series. 


These books led the reader through the basics of classical logic and helpfully gave and explained fallacies of reasoning 
such as fallacies extra dictionem and common fallacies such as the now pervasive argumentum ad hominem and 
argumentum ad verecundiam, the appeal to authority. 


What is noticeable is that in recent decades there have been attempts to redefine certain fallacies, an example being 
the appeal to authority, which is citing or quoting a person or persons who is of who are regarded, by the person citing 
or quoting or by others, as an authority on a subject with the implicit assumption or an overt spoken or written 
assertion that such an authority should be respected because, for instance, the 'authority' is an academic while the 
disputant is not and therefore the opinion or statement by the ‘authority’ is the correct one. 


In the matter of the fallacy of appeal to authority the re-definition is along the following lines: that the fallacy is when 
the opinion of a non-expert on a topic is used as evidence; which statement is, while appearing to be a decisive 
statement concerning ‘authority’, is not so for two reasons. First, because the presumption is that the opinion or 
statement by a 'non-expert' is inferior to the opinion or statement of an 'expert'; second, there is the question of what 
criteria is used to define 'an expert' as distinct from a 'non-expert' and thus from whence or from whom or how the 
‘expert’ derives their presumed authority on a particular subject; presumably by an appeal to others who are regarded, 
at the time, as 'experts' themselves, or by an appeal to the ‘authority' of an academic institution or some conclave or 
institution of ‘experts’ on the subject in question. 


This presumption regarding expert knowledge or expertize is contrary to both experimental science and scholarship, 
for both can and have been used to overturn accepted, and current or past ‘expert’, opinion. 


David Myatt 
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